Hotel Business

A look inside Philippe

Maidenberg's approach

to design in Paris
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French Connection

Philippe Maidenberg'’s tour de force in Paris
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Sometimes, the desting gods find just She right tam-
Bydit for an incipient talent. For Philippe Maiden-
berg, hat meant growing up inspred by an uncle
wha'Was an archilect and parents who owned a
o B perator company and travel agencies, whera
thair daily conversations dealt with axotica like ho-
tets, airplanes and faraway places.

So, it's no surprise that, for the past 25 years,

g has i what he

growing up info a theiving architoctural design
business that has promulgated his influence on
more than three dozen hotels in Paris. These in-
clude Hotel Bel Ami in Saint Germain des Prés
for Bessé Group: music-centric Hotel du Triangle
d'Or; and collaborations with Astotel Group on Ho-
lel 348, Joyce Holel, Astoria Hotel, Joke Holel and
Hoted 123 Scbastapol. which won the 2015 World
Lusury Boutique Award.

"I quess [design] was a parl of my DNA," said
Maldenberg, who lounded his eponymous archi

tecturs firm in 1991, six monthe after receiving his
architecture degree. I had to be independent. So,

beginner, | did apartments, offices, houses. ..

‘anything | could,” he racalled.

Although a newly mintad architect, the young en-

alot of time going there, making pictures.
great ones—from the archaeological research un-

had gained signif pravi-

ously @3 an intern with | M. Pei and Partners on the

Grand Leavre Pyramid,
“I wars a student at the Beaw-Arts and had to do

a report about a construction [project], so | chose
the most important. | knocked on the door, and the

tesm just opened it up 1o me in many ways. | spent

have

til the grand opening. | leasned a lol. | saw how
a big team works, and | saw the humility and the
k an img architect, | Ming Pei,”
sald Maidenbarg.

conference room in the Hotel 34B; amazingly, this
is & property that | just renovated 20 years later,
Then, we did a lobby and a hotel.”

Since then, Astotel Group's Paris portfolio has
grawn to 16 hotels representing mare than 1,000
rooms, most of it designed by Maidenberg.

Each boutique hatel project has its own de-
sign ethos. For example, Hoted Joyce is a Fran-
cophile's dream. The 44-room hotel features a
wealth of Eiffel Tower images, from a montage
at the ent fo its Eiffel-inspired glass atrium,

Hotel du Triangly d'Or

along with repurposed car seals and trompe
l'oedl furnishings.

"This one was very personal,” said Maidenberg.
“We had a lot of attention from the press and now,
wight years Later, | still like the project a3 much as
| did the day it was completed.”

The same is true of one of his latest prejects.
“Hotel 34B is about French clichés and the cre-
ative France: the one [thal] created the great
Citroin DS fmy parents had one), the Concorde
supersomic plane (my father [booked] the plane),
#lc, . But also literature, wine, the beret, the three
words—‘liberté, égalité, fraternilé’—those words
have a different meaning now,” said Maidenberg,
adding with the 128-room 348, “We painted the
facade in blue/white'red in the courtyard. It was
surprising, and it was funny to see so many pic-
tures about it on Instagram. We did it before the
terrorist attacks in Paris without knowing it would
take such & meaning a few months after.”

Maidenberg noted his firm, which has a team of
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He also came fo the LS. as an intern during his
sludies to work al Murphiahn {now renamed
Jahri) where he did *a lot of drawings” and worked
on his first hotel, a Hyall near Pars Charles de
Gaully Airport

“When | did my first holal, everything was new in
termz of lechniques and organization, but | had an
idea of how a hotel should look,”™ said Maidenberg.
“The standards and reguiations of hotel design
make you have to think differently; you have to deal
with these all of the time. Al the beginning, it can be
frustrating, but | quickly integrated it in my way of
thinking and discovered | really enjoyed the work.”

Five years atter founding Maidenberg Archibed-
ture, the designer's father suggested he connect
with a Triend, Serge Cachan, who—together with
brothess Georges and Jean-Plerre—owned Astotel
Group, al the time a six-holel operater,

“Astolel is my oldest client,” said Maidenborg.
“After sbx months, they asked me to design a amall

Some of them were beautiful, She is a real poet,
an amazing songwriter and such a good singer,
She becams 4 precious friend,

“With Jacques Higelin, who is our last impor-
tant French songwriter to my eyes (and ears), we
spant hours and hours talking about it. We spent
50 much time that he became one of my best
friends, as well as his wonderful wite. Aziza. They
are now like family. These projects brought me
Beautiful things | did net expect, Because design
s not their job, they trusted me to do it, and |
never did anything that didn't fit their vision,” said
Maidenberg.

The architect's own vision of his childhood ex-
periences is played outin Hotel Joke. The recently
redesigned 44-room hotel is a mélange of playful
effects, including optical ilusions, puzzies, toys,
games, books, balloon lights, target tables and
even a small, electric toy car for children to en-
ey, “1 played with funny things | had in mind, The
Iguest) can play and it seems that it works well,”
sald Maldenbarg. who also designs furniture.

“For each project, we design & lot of fumiture,
including chairs, lights, desks, tables, etc. We,
at times, design fabrics: each project we create
is ditferant. We also designed a stool for the jazz
legend Archie Shepp: the oldest manufacturer of
piancs called Pleyel manufactured it”

His fiem alse s cumently collaborating with influ-
encer and singer'songwriterimusician Peter Gabri-
&l on & project. “We already met, but are only really
beginning the process now,” said the architect.

seven and interior is always
kooking to incarporate “something fresh and light™
in its projects.

"But, above that, we always try to tell a story.
Sometimes, we imvent It; sometimes, it is the one
of artists ke musicians, actors, directors...that's
how we did the Hotel 123 and the Ho-

to begin with a concept
or a solid idea he can develop, "It is important to
be able to explain your cholces. Decoration for
decoration’s sake has a limit,” he observed,

Key today in terms of boutique hotel design, he
added, is that pecple want to be surprised and

tel du Triangle "0 he said.

Maidenberg considers the 63-room, award-
winning Sebastopol project “a very special hotel
for me. We did it with [international music and
film celebrities] Jean-Paul Beimondo, Claude Le-
louch, Ennio Morricone, Daniéle Thompson, Ag-
néa Jaoul, Jean-Pieme Bacri and Elsa Zylbarstein.

“We recreated thelr universe with their col-
laboration,” he continued. “Working with those
people was just amazing. We treated subjects like
boxing. theater and, of course, cinema with Bel-
mande, or speed with [am director] Leloueh, ete,
Actually, we designed six hotels in ane, This hotel
was ranked in the number-one position [in Paris)
for about on Tri ]

"It is & mix of design and manage-
ment. Without a nice, welcaming smile and good
service, a hotel can't be successful. You just do
ot want 1o come back. Then, design takes place.
Lobbies have to be surprising; comidors, too.
Nathing is more boring than & corridor without
any surprise, Guestrooms, [however), should be
quieter in many ways,” he suggesied.

He does consider one disrupter that's making
noise as influencing hotel design,

*1 think Airbnb is going %0 change things... Ho-
tels co not play In the same court but. on the other
hand, they have 1o deal with it, and | think it will
change the way hotels are designed. | already see
some clients asking me to design hotels that ook
i " said Mai

Sirnilarly, the 47-room Hotel du Triangle o'Or
is music-themed. Maidenberg's team worked in
lion with i i Rickie
Lee Janes, Manu Katché, Jacques Higelin, Archie
Shepp and MC Solasr to create an atmosphene
that immerses guests in a musical universe from
check-in at the “On Towr" desk near a video wall
with headphones to guestrooms with guitars and
floating grand plancs painted on the walls.
Maidenberg recalied how Jones was living in
Malibu, CA, and was on tour all the time, *We met
in Paris, in Los Angeles and even at the jazz festi-

Right now, Maidenberg Architecture is working
on more than 10 projects—new-constructions
and renovations—all in and near Paris, but its
founder is exploring expanding his horizon,

“Because | have done so many [projects] here,
1 want to export my work into different countries,
because hotels are all over the world,” he said.
“The United States would be a great place to
work on a project. | have family there, and | feel
at hame there.”

And, why wouldn't he? There's that French lady
in New York City camying a torch for him, just

val in Ellat [lsrael]. We also had email

waiting to welcorme him back.
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